
Eastchester Music Boosters 
Membership Meeting 

Thursday, December 1, 2016  

 

Minutes 
 

Eastchester Music Boosters President, Diane Lama, started the meeting by welcoming 

everyone and providing a few important updates: 

 

 A portion of the proceeds from the Eastchester 5K Race, held on September 25, 2016, 

were allocated to Eastchester Music Boosters which resulted in $16,000.  Thanks to 

this generous support, the following faculty wish list items have been purchased for 

our school music program: 

 

o Agogo Bells – Waverly – General Music (Mrs. Ness) 

o Baritone Sax – Elementary Band (Mr. Zantay) 

o Bass Clarinet – Elementary Band (Mr. Zantay) 

o Choral Risers (2) – Greenvale Chorus (Mrs. Smith) 

o Conga Set with Bongos – Elementary Band (Mr. Zantay) 

o Intermediate Cello – EHS Orchestra (Ms. Odierna) 

o Karaoke Machine – EMS/EHS – Adaptive Music (Mr. Gedge) 

o Ocean Drum – Waverly – General Music (Mrs. Ness) 

o Parachute – Waverly – General Music (Mrs. Ness) 

o Sax Reeds / Clarinet Reeds – Elementary Bands (Mr. Zantay) 

o Tubano – Waverly – General Music (Mrs. Ness) 

o Vibraphone – EMS/EHS Bands and Orchestras (Mr. Dodge) 

o Vibratone – Waverly – General Music (Mrs. Ness) 

 

 EMB hopes to use the remaining 5K funds to establish a Music Hall of to highlight 

student achievements. 

 

 It is holiday concert season.  EMB sells donuts and water at each concert and 

donations of these items are welcome.  Following is the concert schedule: 

 

o Anne Hutchinson: Thursday, 12/8 6:30pm 

o Waverly: Monday-Friday, 12/12-12/16 

o High School: Wednesday, 12/14 7:00pm 

o Greenvale: Thursday, 12/15 6:45pm 

o Middle School Chorus: Tuesday, 12/20 7:00pm 

o Middle School Band & Orchestra: Wednesday, 12/21 7:00pm 

 

 Please save-the-date for EMB’s Jazz Café on Thursday, February 9, 2017 at 7:00pm in 

the MS Cafeteria.  This is a family event with a special performance by the Jazz Band. 

 

 EMB will once again host a Careers in the Arts event – date TBD.  EHS alumni 

working in the arts are invited back to speak to current Eastchester students with 



aspirations in the Arts (Fine Art, Theater, Music, Dance, Film, Radio, etc.) The 2016 

session was very impactful and helpful for our students.   

 

 EMB is working to establish a scholarship for a graduating senior planning to minor or 

major in music at college.   

 

 As part of our Key Note Speaker Series, Greenvale and EMS Music Teacher Mrs. Ann 

Marie Smith gave a wonderful presentation on “A Day in the Life of a Music 

Teacher.”  Highlights included: 

 

o Mrs. Smith expressed her gratitude for the 2 choral risers that were purchased 

with the proceeds from the 5K.  She needs to plan the Greenvale concerts and 

rehearsals around the availability of risers at the other schools. The Greenvale 

PTA may also buy risers to help fill the need. 

o In the Middle School, Mrs. Smith teaches the students about composers and 

contemporary music from the 1940s to the 2000s.  Students choose a genre, 

identify the instruments they hear, and share how the music makes them feel.  

Mrs. Smith and the students communicate via Google Classroom. 

o At Greenvale, Mrs. Smith uses money and pizza to teach music notes to 

Second Graders.  For example, $1 equals a whole note, and 4 quarters equal 

the 4 quarter notes.  A “Review” is held with a chorus and some speaking 

parts. 

o In Third Grade, the recorder is introduced and the students begin learning how 

to read music. A concert is held in March. 

o In Fourth Grade, students learn all aspects of the National Anthem including 

it’s meaning and history.  Do you know what a “rampart” is? 

o A voluntary chorus is available for Fourth and Fifth Graders.   

o Meeting attendees sang one of the Chorus’ songs, “I Want To Be An Elf.” 

o Mrs. Smith reminded the group that learning to read music helps students 

improve in Math. 

o She closed by sharing a few touching stories that make her day and reinforce 

her love of the job. 

 

 Mrs. Katherine Ness (our Waverly Music Teacher) will present at our April meeting. 

 


