
Welcome to the first edition of the EHS Concert Band Newsletter!  In this newsletter you 
will meet the leadership team, learn about some of the music we are playing, and some of 
our long-term goals.   

 
2016-2017 EHS Concert Band Leadership Team 

 
(From left to right: Robert Ferrara, Madeline LoBono, Emme DiPasquale, Matthew Tani, 
Daniella Rocha, Keri McGahren, Olivia Damasco) 
 

 
President: Matthew Tani, I enjoy playing piano, and it has been my main passion since I was 4 

years old. I also participate in the jazz band where I switched from the alto saxophone to the 
tenor saxophone in 7th grade.  
 
Vice President: Daniella Rocha, at a young age I experimented with the violin and piano but I 
was intrigued by the saxophone which has been my main instrument since elementary school. I 
also play the accordion. 
 
Secretary: Madeline LoBono, I have been in band since 4th grade, playing the clarinet. In the 

middle of 9th grade, I switched to the bass clarinet and have been playing it ever since. I am 
also a member of the Player's Club and Jazz Co. 
 

  

 
Treasurer: Robert Ferrara, I am junior in the Concert Band and play the baritone saxophone. I 

started my musical career as an alto saxophonist in fourth grade, making the switch to the 
baritone saxophone in 7th grade.  In addition to band, I am a member of the EHS cross country 
and track teams. This winter season I joined the wrestling team. 
 



Social Media Manager/Public Relations: Emme DiPasquale, I have played the flute since the 

4th grade. I take part in Varsity Soccer and Lacrosse and am the hands behind the social media 
@EastchesterBand on Instagram. My goal is to keep Eastchester Band’s followers and 
members updated with what is happening in the life of the Band! 
 
Band Librarian: Olivia Damasco, I have always enjoyed being a part of the band where I 

started playing the alto saxophone in 4th grade. I have also been studying piano and voice 
privately for over 8 years. 

 
Band Manager: Keri McGahren, I have had a passion for music for as long as I can 

remember. I have played the piano since I was six years old and I have played the clarinet in 
band since 4th grade. In addition to band, I am a member of the Varsity Soccer team and I am 
the Vice President of the Spanish Honor Society.  
  

 

 

 
Music 

 
Overture for Winds by Charles Carter 

 
Charles Carter has been composing and arranging band music for more than 45 years. His 
contributions to the concert band literature are numerous and well known; and his name is 
synonymous with creative quality music. He received the Bachelor of Music degree from Ohio 
State University and the Master of Music degree from the Eastman School of Music, where he 
studied with Bernard Rogers and Wayne Barlow. When he was a senior at Ohio State he wrote 
his first symphonic band composition, which was performed in concert the next year. 
In 1953 Mr. Carter started working at Florida State University as an arranger for their bands, a 
position he held for the next 40 plus years.  Other well-known pieces include: Chorale and 
Variations, Dance and Intermezzo, Sonata for Winds, and Symphonic Overture. 
Mr. Carter is now retired from Florida State University but continues to compose and arrange for 
concert band.  We are excited to perform this seminal piece of music at our Winter concert on 
Wednesday, December 14th, 7pm. 

 

 

 

 

 
Our Goals 

 
We hope that the Eastchester High School Band will grow and flourish for years to come.  With 
the help from Music Boosters, we also hope to introduce various types of others instruments to 
add to our band. One of our goals this year is to perform for the Anne Hutchinson and 
Greenvale students - where our musical journeys began - so that the elementary students can 
hear and see what they can achieve by continuing to play in band.  
 

 
 
 



Upcoming Events 

 
The high school choir, high school jazz band, and high school full orchestra will be making their 
annual trip to perform in the lobby of the Met Life building on Wednesday, December 7th from 
12 - 1pm.  We look forward to this trip every year.  Please stop by and listen if you are able!   
 

Director’s Note 

 
In my first year as the director of the high school Symphonic and Concert bands, it has been a 
tremendously rewarding few months working with the groups.  We introduced new titles to the 
marching band/pep band repertoire, worked on marching techniques with EHS science teacher 
and Middle School Players Club director Alex Fletcher, and have introduced important pieces of 
music in the wind band repertoire that I enjoyed playing during my formative years.  The kids 
show remarkable enthusiasm and I am anticipating terrific concert and school year!  
 

 


