
Eastchester Music Boosters 

General Membership Meeting Notes 

 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017  

Eastchester High School Library 

 

 

Eastchester Music Boosters President, Diane Lama, opened the meeting and distributed 

the following agenda. 

 

1. $200 Scholarship Application & Selection Process 

 We decided to award one scholarship this year with the possibility of 

awarding two in the future. 

 The scholarship committee will select the recipient, who intends to either 

major or minor in music. 

 The EMB scholarship will be awarded at the same ceremony as the other 

scholarships. 

 

2. Jazz Café Debrief 

 Everyone agreed that Jazz Café was a huge success.  It was a fun night and 

the students did a great job. 

 One minor issue was that no one remembered to dim the lights before the 

event started. Once started, no one knew how to do it without interrupting 

the performances (which of the many switches to turn off). 

 

3. Updates from Mark Dodge 

 Spring Jazz Band Concert 

 It was suggested to hold this concert outdoors, but Mr. Dodge 

has explained that this is the final concert for the seniors and it 

should take place on the stage, which is more professional.   

 The possibility of fundraising around the concerts was discussed 

(raffle?), and whether it might be better for the students/officers 

to do their own raffle (or other fundraising effort) and then we 

could support their efforts. 

o If a fundraiser takes place, we should have a list of specific 

needs.  For example, a new saxophone, etc. 

 Parade Sunday 

 A few days after the EMB meeting, we decided to postpone our 

participation in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade to next year due to 

lack of participation. 

  Tri-M Induction – Friday, June 16
th

  

 Tri-M Music Honor Society, formerly known as Modern Music 

Masters, is a high school and middle school music honor society 

and is a program of the National Association for Music 

Education (NAfME).  



 It is designed to recognize students for their academic and 

musical achievements and to provide leadership and service 

opportunities to young musicians.  

 There should be a district representative. Diane spoke to Dr. Ron 

Hattar, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 

for the Eastchester School District, who agreed to attend. 

 We hope to hold the event in the library because it is air 

conditioned. 

 About 30 high school students are expected to attend. 

 We will provide linens and beverages and ask parents to donate 

food.   

 One suggestion had been to hold the Tri-M and NYSSMA 

awards together so there will be more fanfare, and both high 

school and middle school students can participate. 

o NYSSMA involves a much larger group of students and 

greater coordination (possibly next year?) 

o NYSSMA details are on our website.  It is a constructive 

process and the only road to All State. 

 Discussion followed about the importance of having a music 

chair to help rally the faculty for any large music event; however, 

this position does not exist currently.  We believe music is the 

only department that does not have a leader.   

o This is another reason why EMB is so important. We 

discussed ways to advocate for someone to fill this role. 

 This event is a special opportunity to highlight music in the 

schools.  We will write to the local paper about the event. 

 We will suggest putting together a video montage of each student 

as they receive the awards.  Sarah offered to do the video prep 

work. 

  

4. Marketing for April Meeting – Presentation by Mrs. Ness 

 

5. 2017-2018 Board 

 The following positions will remain the same:  Diane Lama as President; 

Rose Poletti as Treasurer; Leah Bentley as Secretary; Jane O’Reilly as Co-

Publicity Chair/PTA Council Rep 

 Diane will follow up with Vice President Marlo Hunter and Serene as 

membership/Webmaster regarding their roles 

 Lorraine Verge has been a wonderful Hospitality Chair but will be 

stepping down next year.   

 We need to advertise for this position; we will ask the PTAs to 

assist with a blast.  There was discussion about other ways to get 

the word out. 

 

6. Discussion 

 Mr. Dodge is playing at Carnegie Hall. 



 We need to discuss the possibility of getting new band uniforms but they 

are very expensive.  The current uniforms seem to be in good condition 

but are dated and very heavy. 

 Eighth Grade Student, Benjamin Aranjo, had his composition “Postcards 

from NYC” performed at the New York Philharmonic.   

o We should have helped to provide publicity around this exciting event 

(if we had known about it in advance) 

o In the future, perhaps we can also offer other ways to help, such as 

paying for a bus that could take students to the concert. 

 EMB should build relationships with other clubs – Jazz Co. for example. 

 We discussed music display uses for the empty glass case near the band 

room. To be continued. 

 


