
Eastchester Music Boosters 

General Membership Meeting Notes 

 

Tuesday, May 30, 2017 at 7pm 

Eastchester High/Middle School Band Room 

 

 

Eastchester Music Boosters President, Diane Lama, opened the meeting and distributed 

the agenda.  We were delighted to welcome three faculty to the meeting:  Mark Dodge, 

Jeremy Messmer, and Katelyn Odierna. 

 

2016-2017 Year Recap 

 Eastchester 5K ($16,000 for Music Education) 

 Booth at 5K with Raffles and giveaways to rasie awareness about music 

education in Eastchester. 

 $16,000 applied toward wish list items submitted by music faculty. 

 We have an additional $2,500 to spend on more wish list items. 

Winter & Spring Concerts 

 Boosters table to raise awareness and money (donuts, chocolate, water) 

Winter Jazz Café  

 Venue – MS Cafeteria. Linens, free food and beverages for all attendees. 

Spring Jazz Concert – June 7 at 7pm 

 Intended to be in auditorium is moving to MS Cafeteria due to auditorium 

closure. 

Music Boosters Scholarship Started (2017) – June 15 Senior Awards Night 

 $200 to a graduating senior intending to major or minor in music. 

 No one is eligible thus far so we may consider a student who will 

continue with music without formally majoring or minoring in it. 

 The student will be selected by the EHS Scholarship Committee. 

2 Faculty Presentations 

 Fall – Mrs. Smith  

 Spring – Mrs. Ness (hosted by Waverly PTA) 

 Both faculty presentations were excellent. 

 Discussion followed about why music does not have a department 

chair across the district.  We may consider petitioning the district 

for this position. 

 

2017-2018 

 2017-2018 Board 

 New board member: Amy Axelman, Communications Chair 

 Open positions: Hospitality Chair & PTA Council Rep 

 There was well deserved applause for the previous Hospitality 

Chair, Lorraine Verge, and a special gift to thank her for all of her 

hard work and success.   

Membership – 325 members 

 Should membership remain free? 



 For example, Sports Club does fundraising. 

 Perhaps we could have a suggested donation. 

 50/50 raffles are considered a game of chance so cannot be done. 

 How do we get our “members” to feel more invested? 

 Membership in conjunction with item purchase?  E.g., Join Boosters for 

$10 and get a free car magnet? 

 The magnet could be a musical instrument. 

Prepare for Open Houses 

 Table volunteers 

 Giveaways, incentives to approach table/join 

 Ideas were discussed such as a contest, trivia, gimmick that can be 

presented at each concert. 

Concert Presence  

 If the auditorium is fully refurbished, we will no longer be able to sell 

food.  Other ideas for presence and/or fundraising at the concerts? 

Meetings 

 Every other month (6 meetings) 

 Faculty Presentations? 

 Joint meetings with PTAs? 

Careers in the Arts Event 

 Repeat event of Spring 2016 – working in conjunction with the Alumni 

Association, invite EHS graduates working in the arts back to talk about 

their experiences in their industry, give advice. 

 If and when (Fall 2017 or Spring 2018) 

 Yes, the group agreed to do this again and discussed early January 

in order to capture the college students when they are still at home 

during winter break. 

Fundraising 

 Financial goals/purpose 

 Marching Band needs the most money.  E.g., the current tubas are 

from the 1960s and would cost $3K-$4K to replace. 

 Fundraising ideas 

 Please see Membership section above. 

 

Additional items 

 The next 5K will be on Sunday, September 24.  EMB will have a table there.  

Students who volunteer will receive Tri-M credit.  It would be nice to have a 

musical performance, perhaps the choir or band although it is early in the year so 

there will not be a lot of time to prepare. 

 The Tri-M induction is scheduled for June 16 with about 20 students 

participating.  EMB should have a presence. 

 Mr. Dodge mentioned that the marching band uniforms are very dated but cost 

$500-$600 each and we would need to buy 60 uniforms. 

 Mr. Messmer discussed trying to get the chorus more embedded in the 

community.  He also mentioned that there are opportunities to perform the 

National Anthem so the chorus will prepare for this.   



 The group brainstormed about ways to get more people involved with EMB.  We 

discussed reaching out to parents, alumni, and other groups.  We should also 

approach Jazz Co., the Players Club, and the Creative Arts Council.  Ms. Odierna 

had good suggestions for social media. 


